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TIME FOR CHANGE 
 

Researchers have uncovered a move by the Policy and Resources Committee to overturn the compromise 
agreement reached between the tenants of Smithfield Market and the City of London in the Chancery 
Division of the High Court of Justice on 5 March 2013 whereby the tenants accepted new leases with 
exclusive service charges while the City accepted responsibility for historic repairs, particularly to the 
Poultry Market, including the replacement of the roof.   
 
The Projects Sub Committee of the Policy and Resources Committee, chaired by Sir Michael Snyder, earlier 
this year voted to contest the decision to repair the Poultry Market, which resulted in Markets Committee 
deciding to halt all work on the project while other avenues were explored, including de-listing and 
demolishing the building.   
 
The ex-Chairman of Policy, Deputy for Cordwainer Ward, campaigned for his colleague Mark Boleat to 
become Chairman of Policy and a third member of the Ward has also been Chief Commoner even though 
the Ward of Cordwainer is one of the smallest Wards in the City. 
 
Cordwainer Ward has only 288 electors but that is actually irrelevant as there has not been a contested 
election in the Ward for the last twenty years.  The current membership of the Court of Common Council 
includes many new and younger members and they should be concerned at the lack of democratic 
accountability in the City of London.  
 
The SMTA has declared its intention to campaign to make the City more democratically accountable by 
increasing the voter base.  This alone will not solve the problem – it will also need more people to be 
willing to stand for election and ensure that no election in future is uncontested.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

THE SMITHFIELD GAZETTE - RIGHTS OF CITY WORKERS 

 
The SMITHFIELD GAZETTE is leading the fight to reform the rights of City of London workers. The GAZETTE is 
committed to pressurising the City of London to seek Government approval for a voting format enabling all 

workers in the Square Mile to be part of the governance of the City. 

 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

 
“Power is not something that we can bestow on another person. It is something he or she already has within 

and will struggle to retain. Empowerment means that we acknowledge the personal power each person has to 
make positive decisions and to take responsibility for them, a simple exercise in treating others with dignity and 

respect.” 
Gail Pursell Elliott 
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THE SMITHFIELD GAZETTE 

COMMENT 

 
The actions of the Policy and Resources Committee 
highlight the weakness of the City’s voting system 
which enables an inner circle to cling to power.  The 
case of the Ward of Cordwainer which currently runs 
the City but has not had a contested election for years 
and is one of the smallest Wards in the City proves 
how so few have imposed their will on so many for so 
long. 
 
The City is now exposed, there is no democracy here. 
Voting systems determine elections as the national 
elections proved. According to the Electoral Reform 
Society, had the system operated on overall voter 
choice, the UKIP party would have won 80 seats and 
Greens 20 instead of just 1 each!  Every day some 
350,000 City workers enter the City, but only a 
handful is put forward by their employers to vote. A 
reformed system should increase the number of 
workers eligible to vote and make the outcome less 
dependent on the will of the employers.  
 

THE LABOUR PARTY 

LEADERSHIP ELECTION 

 
Jeremy Corbyn is today's man. Whatever the 
disappointed candidates felt, whatever reasons that 
Jeremy came up trumps, the voting process made it 
clear the other candidates were clearly not leaders. 
For the first time Cameron is facing a person of vast 
experience and an ability to provide warmth and hope 
to many.  Corbyn's change of direction on the EU - 
always an "out" man, now appears as an "in" man - a 
sign of his need to control the Unions, has he been 
forced to this turnaround in order to pay back the 
debt?       Our Political Correspondent 
 

THE VEGAN – B12 AND THE 

DANGER OF MENTAL ILLNESS 

 
The UK food industry, the farming community, the 
meat producers and all those who work to uphold the 
standard and quality of the food on our tables 
shuddered when a militant vegan was selected by 
Jeremy Corbyn as his shadow environment secretary. 
 
Does Kerry McCarthy know what B12 is and the 
dangers she imposes on the general public? B12 is the 
vital essential vitamin without which human beings 
cannot avoid life changing defects. B12 is naturally 
absorbed by eating a diet involving meat and dairy 
products.  A 50 year old vegan is likely to develop 
brain damage within 7 years.  Supplements will not 
replace a diet including meat. Muscle weakness, 
fatigue, lack of energy, memory loss and even 
depression may follow.  Hopefully loss of voters will 
cause Corbyn to think again. 
 

EXTRACTS FROM THE SMTA 

CHAIRMAN’S SPEECH ON THE 

OCCASION OF THE LORD 

MAYOR’S VISIT TO SMITHFIELD 

ON 28TH JULY 2015 

 
My Lord Mayor, to us your visit is not just a routine 
diary item.  It is an acknowledgement of the 
importance of the bond between the tenants of the 
Market and the Corporation.  I am pleased this year to 
be able to welcome you to Haberdashers’ Hall while 
Butchers’ Hall undergoes refurbishment.   
 
We understand refurbishment more than most and 
remind you that the tenants paid some £20million 
towards the Smithfield Refurbishment project in the 
1990s – a fact that is seldom mentioned in 
Corporation publicity.  Many thought, and some still 
do, that the Market would not survive in the modern 
world.  The City expected it to ‘wither on the vine’.  
We confounded those expectations due to the skill 
and deeply entrepreneurial instincts of our traders.  
Entrepreneurs understand how to take on risk and 
trust their intuition.  Because we know and 
understand the underlying strength of the Market in 
its current location we will use all legal means at our 
disposal to ensure that the City honours its side of the 
agreement that was struck in 2013 and proceeds with 
the historic repairs, especially the replacement of the 
Poultry Market roof, as it is legally obliged to do.  
 
It has come to my attention that Common Council 
members may have been misled into thinking that the 
SMTA is divided regarding the future of the Poultry 
Market or that some sort of bribe to mavericks will be 
effective.  It won’t be!  Anyone who thinks the SMTA 
can be bribed must think again.  And, in case you are 
in any doubt, the SMTA represents over 90% of the 
premises in the Market as a whole.  It is a pity that 
Markets Committee has still not officially sought the 
SMTA’s opinion on the Poultry Market – but it isn’t 
too late – I am willing to discuss the matter at any 
time.   And, for the record, there is no available space 
in the Poultry Market – all vacant units have already 
been allocated to Smithfield tenants.   
 
The Poultry Market is an integral part of Smithfield 
Market.  It cannot be considered in isolation – it is as 
important and as busy as either of the other two 
buildings.  Smithfield Market depends on the City 
understanding the importance of the services it 
delivers to the citizens of our great city and beyond.   
 
Smithfield Market is one of the City’s most exciting 
places and one of the last bastions of real character in 
a city that threatens otherwise to be totally subsumed 
by the financial services industry.  As Lord Mayor your 
approval is a crucial factor.  Together we can 
overcome any problem we face and persuade others 
to appreciate the importance of this wonderful 
Market. 
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THE RETAIL MEAT EXPLOSION 

1954 

 

Hooray! Smithfield is back - come and buy! 
  

John Manson Group 

 
High streets were still places of shop windows and 
pre-war wonder. You could park a car if you had one 
and drool over the displays lovingly created by slim 
elegant ladies anxious to gain your attention. But an 
emergence of powerful supermarkets was about to 
destroy the warmth and happiness of the high street 
and its charm. 
 
Before these invaders crushed them, the meat 
retailers of the day, themselves anxious to profit from 
meat products from all over the world, energetically 
organised themselves into various groups to market 
meat, poultry and by-products. 
 
Meat historian Norman Finnimore has researched the 
leading retail groups of the time which we present to 
recollect the high-point of retail butchering and the 
beginning of the end of the high street as an 
affordable place to sell meat and poultry. 
 
To jog your memory or add to your knowledge of 
Smithfield and its place in history we outline some of 
the big names of those who depended on Smithfield 
Market to negotiate with the whole world in 
attracting product from all over the globe at the 
keenest of prices. 
 
John Manson Group was the creation of Bill Knapman 
and Bert Johnson who built it up to 110 shops in 
London and the Home Counties and acquired 
Whitton, then Payne & Son set up by Fred 
Dangerfield.  
 
The Group was run by David Geary and Colin 
Cullimore who went on to become MD for Dewhurst. 
Knapman sold out to Graham White who added them 
to 23 Kingston butcher shops but closed down within 
18 months. 
 
We intend to continue this brief history of retailers 
who dominated the meat trade following WWII in our 
future editions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF 

BUTCHERS – HALL UPDATE 

 

Smithfield Market remains the heart of the meat 
trade in Great Britain as it has for hundreds of years,  
just as livery companies are the link to the traders of 
the past.  Butchers’ Hall in Bartholomew Close, where 
liverymen and guests gather to discuss trade issues, 
support the City and wine and dine, is currently closed 
for refurbishment. However, the Worshipful Company 
of Butchers is alive and well with members enjoying 
monthly Court luncheons at Ironmongers Hall close to 
the Museum of London. 
 
The Development Committee have spent many hours 
working on a multi million pound redevelopment plan 
with a view to creating a better, more useable, space 
whilst retaining the beautiful and historic features 
that so many enjoy.  Whilst City planners have the 
final decisions on what is acceptable, the 
Development Committee, of which I am a member, is 
working to produce an enhanced facility with several 
pleasant surprises when the Hall re-opens in around 
three years time. 
 
Meanwhile liverymen and their guests are able to 
attend Court luncheons on the first Thursday of the 
month as well as enjoy visits to other historic livery 
halls around the City of London. For information 
including a variety of other organised trips, visit the 
WCB website at http://www.butchershall.com/ 
 
Your support is always welcome but especially during 
this period of transition. Hope to meet up with you at 
Ironmongers Hall. 

Peter Allen  
Chairman, National Association of Catering Butchers 

 

 

 

THE ALDGATE PUMP 

 

At the junction of Leadenhall Street, Fenchurch Street 
and Aldgate High Street stands the Aldgate Pump. The 
current Pump was installed late in the eighteenth 
century. This meeting place of streets was for many 
years a favourite watering point for City dwellers. 
 
The first pump was erected on the medieval Aldgate 
Well where City dwellers enjoyed the clear spring 
water with its mineral salts. In 1875 complaints about 
the water arose and several hundreds died.  It was 
discovered that the stream running through the many 
new cemeteries built in north London included 
calcium from the bones of the dead and was the 
cause of the tragic problem. In 1886 the New River 
Company changed to mains water and the problem 
vanished. 
 
 

 
“People with small minds talk about other 
people.  People with average minds talk 

about events.  People with great minds talk 
about ideas.” 

 
Anonymous 
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WEST SMITHFIELD 

ROTUNDA GARDEN 

 
The official name is the West Smithfield Rotunda 
Garden, but it is known to its friends as the Winkle 
Garden, after the surrounding spiral ramp which gave 
access to the railway goods yard below.  The four-acre 
subterranean goods station opened in 1865 and it 
linked Smithfield to all parts of the UK.  The circular 
garden was laid out in 1872 following the removal of 
the live animal market to Copenhagen Fields in 
Islington.  As well as shrubs and flower beds planted 
with annuals there are some majestic London plane 
trees, fig and oak trees and by the gate, two 
pterocarya fraxinifolia, otherwise known as the 
Caucasian wingnut tree, the only ones in the City. 
 
In the centre, the grade II listed drinking fountain of 
Portland stone, with basins of polished granite, was 
erected in 1873 and commissioned by the Corporation 
of London’s Market Improvement Committee.  It is 
topped by a classically-draped bronze figure of Peace, 
sculpted by John Birnie Philip.  She stands on a bronze 
sphere decorated with daffodil flowers, right hand 
extended in a gesture of blessing, left hand holding 
the olive branch of peace, and wearing a crown of 
wheat.  In Victorian artistic symbolism the daffodil 
represented rebirth and new beginning and the 
significance of wheat was love and charity.  All most 
appropriate.  It has been suggested that the subject of 
Peace was a result of the response to the armistice 
signed by France and Prussia in 1871, but there is no 
documentary evidence that this is so.  Peace is just 
one of those universally acceptable subjects. 
 
The statue was paid for by a fund created in the 
sixteenth century from a bequest for the upkeep of 
the City conduits.  Since the conduits had been 
superseded by the new, modern water system the 
money was no longer required for its purpose and so 
was used to provide this decorative water fountain. 
Another of those ‘apocryphal London stories’ is that 
the statue wears a wedding ring on her left hand that 
was found in the market by the then Market 
Superintendent.  This is not so, and as far as can be 
ascertained never was.  A close look with binoculars 
confirms this.  How do these stories begin … and why 
do they persist?   
 
The twenty-first century has seen further 
improvements to the garden.  Another work of art 
was installed when, in 2007, there was a competition 
to design a new bench for the garden. The 
competition was won by Donna Walker and Sam 
Dawkin, students from Edinburgh University, with a 
fine and creative design carved by apprentice stone 
masons at Chichester Cathedral.  Then in 2011 the 
garden was made child-friendly with play equipment 
installed … to suit all age groups!   

Sandra Lea 
City of London Guide lecturer 

 

THE FORGOTTEN WAR AND 

THE CREATION OF GERMANY 

 
WWII had ended nine years before my first entry into 
the Rotunda Garden at Smithfield. Set in the heart of 
Smithfield, flanked by the Market, St Bartholomew 
the Great, St Bartholomew’s Hospital with its hidden 
church of St Bartholomew the Less and the only 
statue in London of Henry the eighth, it became the 
focus of the new railway system which would 
revolutionise the lives of the citizens of London. 
 
At the entrance was a board displaying information 
and why the statue of a graceful woman mounted in a 
centre piece was named "Peace". Years have passed, 
the notice is no longer there and I have been unable 
to obtain further information from the City. 
 
The Rotunda Garden offers peace and calm where 
horrors beyond belief once took place whilst huge 
audiences gathered to apparently enjoy the spectacle 
of fellow human beings being roasted alive. 
 
My research led me to investigate the turmoil at the 
time when the current Market buildings were 
completed. What was happening for the City to need 
to respect the horrors of the day? The latest dreadful 
War that had emerged in Europe had finally ended 
shortly before the creation of the Rotunda Garden. 
 
The "forgotten" war took place between Denmark and 
the two principal German powers, Prussia and Austria 
in February 1864. Denmark had violated an 
agreement known as the London Protocol. A peace 
conference initiated by Great Britain was arranged 
where the negotiations continued for two months but 
the war continued. 
 
The war ended in bloody defeat for the politically 
incompetent Danes, a Prussian victory causing 
celebrations on the streets of Berlin and the rise of 
Otto von Bismarck the "Iron Chancellor" which led to 
the formation of a united Germany and two world 
wars. 
 
I believe that 150 years ago anti-war feelings were 
strong. The statue was named "Peace" and the 
Rotunda dedicated to the end of the "forgotten" war. 
When you next visit the Market, stroll in and sense 
the feeling of calm in the very heart of this wonderful 
place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“There is all the difference in the world 
between treating people equally and 

attempting to make them equal.” 
 

FA Hayek 
 

https://www.morningstaronline.co.uk/a-8070-The-Nazi-who-got-away-with-it
https://www.morningstaronline.co.uk/a-8070-The-Nazi-who-got-away-with-it
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THE FORGOTTEN GENIUS 

 
The Smithfield Gazette OF May 2008 included a 
replica of The Illustrated London News of December 
1868 with the headline Opening of the New Meat 
Market at Smithfield and a report of the visit of the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Sheriffs on that occasion. 
 
The opening words were as follows: "The whole of the 
gas-fittings were skilfully arranged, in a few days, by 
Messrs Benham and Sons, of Wigmore Street. 
Trophies of flags were neatly draped here and there, 
and opposite the high table was a gallery erected for 
the band of the Grenadier Guards, under the conduct 
of Mr Dan Godfrey, which performed some music at 
once both popular and pleasant."  
 
Looking back to those early pictures of Smithfield's 
new dead meat Market and observing the image of 
the crudely clad peasant opposite the smartly dressed 
owners, we note the gas lighting above, which was as 
good as it could be for that period of technology. 
 
In America a host of inventors were working to 
modernise lighting, to improve gas illumination and 
create systems which would change the world.  These 
inventors included Edison and Westinghouse, 
sprinkled with names like Marconi and Morse 
together with commercial backers such as JP Morgan 
and the Wall Street elite. 
 
Thomas Edison is to this day regarded as the inventor 
of electric light but was no such thing, Marconi was six 
years behind the man who invented the wireless and 
George Westinghouse could never have built the 
world's first hydro-electric power station at Niagara 
without the genius of our forgotten man. 
 
The age of electricity was about to begin and one man 
of incredible genius and absolute dedication to 
changing the world lacked the basic skills of trading 
inherent in every Smithfield trader. 
 
Thus it is that the greatest electrical engineer of all 
time remains almost unknown as men of far less skill 
are remembered for achievements they stole from 
him. If only he had trained at Smithfield before he 
invented the twentieth century. 
 
Edison was marketing his direct electric system to 
combat the gas lighting industry, but his system was 
limited to sending electricity for short distances with 
huge cable costs. He was however a fine salesman 
and had a head for commercial success. 
 
The forgotten genius had defied his teachers and 
other doubters; he alone knew, the answer was 
alternating current and he produced the generators 
and dynamos to make the alternating system work. 
 
Businessmen who had invested fortunes in Edison's 
direct current were unable to face the possibility of 

 
 
huge losses if they allowed this new genius to succeed 
and wanted to hang on to Edison’s system, even 
though they knew that alternating current was the 
way forward.  
 
Who was this genius? He was Nikola Tesla, a young 
Serbian engineer who sold all he possessed to find 
fame in America, but lost his ticket. His phenomenal 
memory had memorised the ticket number. He 
jumped on a train hoping the ship stewards would 
allow him to board. 
 
The stewards refused. However, he had a letter of 
introduction in his pocket addressed to Thomas 
Edison in New York. The stewards waited until the 
ship was to leave and as no other person claimed the 
ticket, allowed Tesla to sail off. He went on to meet 
Edison.   
 
Today, every modern electrical tool we take for 
granted is the result of the amazing inventions of 
Nikola Tesla, lighting, mobile phones, X-Rays, wireless 
communication, oscillators, electric motors, 
generators and a host of others. 
 
Nikola Tesla, the man who created our modern 
electric lighting system, scientist, engineer, poet, 
philosopher, linguist, lover of fine music, connoisseur 
of food and drink, died in a New York hotel in 1943 in 
poverty and debt forgotten by all.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SMITHFIELD MARKET 

APPRENTICESHIP SCHEME 

 

Employers at Smithfield Market have recruited the 
first apprentices to work at the Market since a scheme 
introduced in the 1960s.  The aim is to address an 
identified skills gap for cutters at the Market.   
 
The scheme has been set up with the assistance of the 
City of London’s apprenticeship team, who will be 
arranging training for the apprentices one day a week, 
and the Smithfield Market Tenants’ Association.   

 

 

 
“Ordinary people believe in the possible.  
Extraordinary people visualise not what is 
possible or probable, but rather what is 

impossible and by visualising the 
impossible, they begin to see it is possible.” 

 
Cherie Carter-Scott 
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LAST PUBLIC HANGING AT 

SMITHFIELD 

 
The last person to be executed in public was Michael 
Barrett, aged 27 when he was hanged outside 
Newgate prison on 26th May 1868 just as Smithfield's 
new Market at the other end of Giltspur Street was 
getting its final preparations to start a new life. 
 
Two thousand people turned up to watch his hanging; 
booing, jeering, singing Rule Britannia until he 
dropped.  Barrett was accused of being involved in the 
notorious Clerkenwell explosion in December 1876 
designed to rescue Fenian prisoners which went 
horribly wrong and killed 12 bystanders and injured 
many more.  
 
What was a Fenian? A Fenian was a member of a 
warrior group of young men dedicated to creating an 
independent Irish Republic who lived apart from 
society and could be called upon in times of war.  
Barrett was a Fenian and the country was fearful of 
the Irish Fenian threat. Prime Minister Benjamin 
Disraeli had banned all public demonstrations in 
London. Barrett spoke eloquently at his trial and the 
Daily Telegraph reported he had "delivered a most 
remarkable speech, criticising with great acuteness 
the evidence against him.” 
 
The Reynolds News commented as follows: "Millions 
will continue to doubt that a guilty man has been 
hanged at all. Future Fenian historians may declare 
that Michael Barrett was sacrificed."  Michel Barrett's 
body was laid inside Newgate Prison for 35 years. 
When the prison was demolished in 1903 it was taken 
to the City of London Cemetery where it  
is marked with a small plaque and has now become a 
place of Irish Pilgrimage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE GREAT EU RIP-OFF 

 
FORTY-TWO MINUTES OF SPEAKING TIME 

COSTS £1,200,000 PER YEAR! 

 
From the UK to Brussels on Eurostar. Then receive 
£600 pounds for the journey. The actual return 
journey was £99. The EU doesn't care, it's only our 
money.  Now you've joined the club, a member of the 
ruling class. 
 
Arrived at the buildings of the EU Parliament which 
have cost £700 million; still counting.  Said to be the 
world's worst signposted building. Everyone bar the 
Commission must be seen to be equal.  
 
An official directed new members to a suite of rooms. 
Inducted, given ID badges, security passes. Looked 
around, quite pleasant, desk, chairs, bookcase, filing 
cabinets, computers. Splendid! No, no, this is for your 
assistant. Led to larger room, similarly equipped, 
more space, grander desk, chaise-longue, and a 
shower! 
 
Met an MEP - "Welcome to the charade, my friend." A 
charade it is, sole purpose to give an illusion of 
democracy. No measure originates in this Parliament. 
There is no such thing as a Private Member's Bill. 
Every directive, regulation is conceived by the un-
elected Commission, drafted by unelected Eurocrats, 
handed down to Parliament for form's sake.  
 
No such measure is ever rejected for long. The EU is a 
serial rapist. It does not understand the word 'NO' or 
accept rejection of its advances. Should the 
Parliament actually vote against a Commission 
motion, it will get the 'conciliation treatment' the vote 
will be overturned and the original reinstated.  
 
Joined a parliamentary group otherwise we would be 
'unattached'?  Must be in a group to share briefings, 
intelligence, speaking time, and usual support and 
have a professional secretariat.  
 
Eighteen members are needed from a minimum of 
five member states. This group won on average seven 
to ten minute's speaking-time a day divided between 
sixteen. In a good week UKIP MEPs would be allowed 
to speak for precisely ninety seconds apiece twice a 
week.  
 
The UKIP Leader was allowed to make just twenty-
eight speeches a year - forty-two minutes’ speaking 
time. Taking overheads into account, an MEP costs 
the taxpayer £1,200,000 a year.   
 

From our Political Correspondent 
 
 
 
 
 

I am trying to make friends outside of Facebook 
while applying the same principles. Therefore, 
every day I walk down the street and tell passers-
by what I have eaten, how I feel at the moment, 
what I have done the night before, what I will do 
later, and with whom. 
 
I give them pictures of my family, my cat Chevy, 
and of me gardening, taking things apart in the 
garage, watering the lawn, standing in front of 
landmarks, driving around town, having lunch, 
and doing what anybody and everybody does 
every day. I also listen to their conversations, 
give them the "thumbs up" and tell them I like 
them. 
 
And it works just like Facebook. I already have 
four people following me:  
 
Two police officers, a private investigator, and a 
psychiatrist. 
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WHO IS NIGEL FARAGE? 

 
Many believe Nigel Farage is the most charismatic and 
gifted orator of our times. Not since Churchill has any 
UK politician displayed an ability to touch the interests 
of the people.   
 
Nigel Farage answers questions about UKIP and his 
own position easily and confidently, without ever 
being ill-at-ease, always maintaining his composure. 
Farage admits he enjoys a drink and finds pubs and 
bars very useful when spreading the gospel of UKIP. 
 
He also remembers the day in Orpington when he 
went a drink too far and was badly hurt, struck by a 
car when crossing the road. He was young and fit, 
recovered and continued to play golf with a handicap 
of four. 
 
Later in his campaign he agreed to use an aeroplane 
with a banner although he was uneasy about flying. 
The banner wrapped around the rudder, the pilot had 
to crash land and Farage escaped with his life but 
won't be playing golf again. 
 
Farage has been married twice. He has two children 
from each marriage. His wife is Kirsten Mehr their 
daughters are Victoria and Isabelle. Since his plane 
"near death" experience he has given much more 
time to his family realising the price paid for political 
gain. 
 
Edward Docx of Prospect Magazine comments that  
"The characteristic that best defines the British people 
is that they have the finest bullshit detectors in the 
world.  Go to any gathering in Britain - in a pie factory 
or in a palace, in Brixton or Brixham, and the one 
character trait we admire and celebrate is a person's 
ability to inhabit their character as proudly and 
directly and amusingly as possible.  Farage embodies 
that better than any other politician."  
 
According to Labour's Frank Field "He has an elan, 
that sort of interesting character to him which means 
he has a sort of seductive quality to him with the 
people."  
 
Nigel Farage says of himself  "You can like me or 
dislike me. Hopefully you will understand what I am 
saying and I will talk in simple English and you can 
make your own mind up." 
 
Well he certainly did use simple English when he 
slaughtered Herman Van Rompuy in February 2010 
when Rompuy, having beaten Tony Blair for the job, 
prepared to address the European Parliament 
expecting to be received with respectful silence 
 
After Herman Van Rompuy sat down the debate was 
thrown open and Farage stood up in fury. "We were  
 
 

 
 
told that when we had a President we'd see a giant 
political figure, a man who would be the political 
leader for 500 million people, the man that would 
represent all of us on the world stage, the man whose 
job was so important that of course you are paid more 
than President Barack Obama.  I'm afraid what we got 
was you...I don't want to be rude but, really, you have 
the charisma of a damp rag, the appearance of a low-
paid bank clerk; the question I want to ask is: 'Who 
are you?' I've never heard of you.  Nobody in Europe 
has ever heard of you.  I can speak on behalf of the 
majority of the British people in saying that we don't 
know you, we don't want you, and the sooner you are 
put out to grass the better." 
 

BRAISED BEEF RECIPE 

When it turns cold and you fancy something beefy 
why not visit us and pick up a bargain. Ask around and 
find a Trader selling top quality beef. What you need 
is 3 lb of Scotch beef topside, then back to the shops 
for the other ingredients to serve four. 

 
INGREDIENTS 

3 lb beef topside  
2 carrots  
3 sticks celery 
2 onions 
4 oz butter 
2 cloves garlic 
2 sprigs rosemary 
5 sage leaves 
5 tbsp olive oil 
1 bottle good red wine 
18 fl oz stock 
salt and pepper 
 

PREPARATION 

The meat needs to be flattened because it is now to 
be rolled, filled with the rosemary and tied with 
string. Season all over with salt and ground pepper. 
 
Chop the carrots, celery and onions into small pieces 
and keep to one side.  Heat the oil and butter in a 
large pan, add the meat and seal until brown, add the 
vegetables, fry until golden, add the sage leaves and 
garlic. Once the vegetables colour add the wine and 
stock.  Cover with a lid and allow to simmer for 2 
hours.  Place on a suitable serving platter and hey- 
presto you're chef of the week!  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
“The only limits to the possibilities in your life 

tomorrow are the ‘buts’ you use today.” 
 

Les Brown 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

 
Fashion Show in Grand Avenue – Julien Macdonald 
chose Smithfield Market for his London Fashion week 
show on Saturday 19 September.  As well as 
showcasing his womenswear designs for 
spring/summer 2016, the designer also presented his 
debut menswear range. 
 
The Cocktail Trading Company – launching on 12 
October, The Cocktail Trading Company Smithfield will 
be opening in the basement of Ask for Janice in Long 
Lane. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAIL PIECE 

 
Always good to meet again and have a chat. I'm 
having a Scotch, Johnny Walker, one lump of ice, to 
celebrate my various milestones before the mason 
runs out of stone, I don't want a plastic bottle on my 
gravestone. I've instructed my loyal comrades to 
organise mini bottles of the same to slurp as the ashes 
return to the earth. 
 
I always enjoy our get-together. The past few weeks 
have been devoted to elections and the mass 
immigration crisis. Your thoughts are yours alone and 
I'm not worthy of giving advice except to say - "Aren't 
we all Immigrants?" 
 
Lazing in a sunny clime right now, I met up with an old 
Smithfield trader and we reminisced about the "old 
days" - wow! The same argument arose.  Smithfield 
must go! But my contribution was NEVER. 
 
So let's indulge in a handshake and an expression of 
goodwill. We are together because Smithfield is our 
home. I know you will constantly be overwhelmed 
with a series of forceful demands asking you to agree 
that Smithfield must go for this or that reason. Never! 
 
But I tell you don't listen - this is complete and utter 
spin from the greedy snatchers. I tell you every time 
you turn your shoulder and say NEVER, you hammer a 
nail in their coffin. Go!  Never! 
 
For as long as you live and believe in Smithfield 
Market no one will take it. Over my dead body. All 
that spin about traffic, noise, etc, is total greedy 
snatchers - "what a site to earn a few quid."  Never. 
 
If you fancy a trip to some outlandish cemetery where 
the ugly cold stones record the demise of the 
forgotten, be my guest. My small estate has organised 
the "Fred means peace" collection and should you 
care to send a small donation you will receive the mini 
bottle of Johnny Walker Black Label to swallow as the 
coffin disappears! 
 
Remember - Smithfield is Forever! When will we 
leave? NEVER. 
 
 
I would be pleased if you could remember that. 
 

 

Yours as ever,  

 

Fred  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 DIARY 

 
21 Oct SMTA Council Meeting 
18 Nov SMTA Council Meeting 
30 Nov Markets Committee 
 
 
   
 

   

The Smithfield Gazette invites tenants, staff and 
others to forward items for inclusion in the Gazette.  
These could be personal or company news and 
events or anything else you might care to write 
about.  Your stories are of great interest to your 
colleagues and will go unnoticed without your 
input.  Who's getting married? Is there a new baby?  
Are you looking for sponsorship for a charity event? 

Let us know by email 
smta.smithfield@btconnect.com 

telephone 020 7248 3151  
or by mail to  

225 Central Markets, London, EC1A 9LH 
 
 

JAMES DUNNING 

 
James Dunning, butcher and war veteran, has died 
at the age of 95.  He contributed to Meat Trades 
Journal for over twenty years and was the author of 
books on the meat trade and his wartime 
experiences as a commando.  He came from a 
family of butchers and returned to the trade after 
leaving the army in 1958, becoming president of the 
Southampton Association of Meat Traders in 1962.  
He wrote the centenary supplement on Smithfield 
Market for the Meat Trades Journal. 

GAZETTE BY EMAIL 

 

If you would prefer to receive the Gazette by email, 
please email us to request this at 
smta.smithfield@btconnect.com 
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